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New Prospect’s 1st Grade Make Rain
in the Panther Pete Science Lab!

New Prospect first graders visited the Panther Pete Science Lab during the week of October 3rd.
Students came to the lab for some hands-on experiments in the study of water. In support of their classroom science studies, the students rotated through four centers to learn more about the properties of water.
The purpose of this visit was to investigate the characteristics of water in its different states (liquid, solid and gas) and explore how rain forms.
The Lab: 
Center 1 – How does rain form?

After exploring this question, students were able to see just how this happens. They placed ice cubes onto a cookie sheet and felt it cool (this represents our atmosphere). Next, students captured water droplets from steam onto a second cookie sheet. They discussed with the parent volunteer that when warm water evaporates and rises into the atmosphere, it cools, condenses and rain drops form.
Center 2 – Dew and Frost

Students examined the difference between dew and frost. They filled one can with ice, water, and rock salt. The rock salt made the ice water even colder and frost formed on the outside of the can. Students filled another can with only ice and water. After a while, dew formed on the outside of the can.

Center 3 – Properties of Water: 

                 Weight and Appearance

Students used a scale, ice cubes and warm water to demonstrate that although the water changes forms from ice to liquid when it is heated, the weight stays constant.

Center 4 – Underwater Volcano

The students discovered how to make water float on water. The students saw what happens when a bottle filled with colored cold water was lowered into a jar of cold water. Very little of the red water flowed out into water in the jar. Then they saw what happens when a bottle filled with colored hot water was placed into the jar of cold water. The colored hot water billowed out of the bottle and rose to the top of the cold water. This simulated an underwater “volcano”.  Explosive fun!
A BIG thank you to all the parents who volunteered their time to assist our students during these lab visits! In addition to our lab coordinator, every lab requires at least 4 parents as Center Activity Leaders. It is only through their time and dedication that students get to experience exciting science in action! The job of Center Activity Leader requires no experience and little preparation (all information will be provided to you).

A special thanks to our First Grade Lab Coordinator, Piyali Cole! 
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